LOST GROUND REGAINED            31

Kentucky and Ohio militia was expiring, and these
seasoned regiments were melting away like snow.
Presently Fort Meigs was left with no more than
five hundred war-worn men to hold out against
British operations afloat and ashore. Luckily Proc-
ter had expended his energies at Frenchtown and
seemed inclined to repose, for he made no effort
to attack the few weak garrisons which guard-
ed the American territory near at hand. From
January until April he neglected his opportunities
while more American militia marched homeward,
while Harrison was absent, while Fort Meigs was
unfinished.

At length the British offensive was organized,
and a thousand white soldiers and as many In-
dians, led by Tecumseh, sallied out of Amherstburg
with a naval force of two gunboats. Heavy guns
were dragged from Detroit to batter down the log
walls, for it was the intention to surround and be-
siege Fort Meigs in the manner taught by the mili-
tary science of Europe. Meanwhile Harrison had
come back from a recruiting mission; and a new
brigade of Kentucky militia, twelve hundred strong,
under Brigadier General Green Clay, was to follow
in boats down the Auglaize and Maumee rivers.
Procter's guns were already pounding the walls of